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Press Release no. 1, 28 February 2007

19th Fakuma: Demand Continues to Grow

It’s still quite a while until the 19th FAKUMA will take place in Friedrichshafen from the 14th through the 18th of October. But floor space is once again selling out a lot quicker than anticipated. Especially due to the fact that lots of new companies are expressing interest in being present at FAKUMA. Expansion of the exhibition centre will help, which should be completed by the year 2008. Registration forms are being sent out as of this week, and they’re available now for download from the Internet.

Nearly 40,000 expert visitors and roughly 1450 exhibitors can’t all be wrong. Those were the figures for last year’s FAKUMA, international trade fair for plastics processing, and the vast majority of the exhibitors were satisfied with visitor quality and business contacts established at the event. At the same time, the visitors confirmed high levels of acceptance for FAKUMA. The event presents solutions to a wide variety of problems, as well as innovative products, custom tailored materials and complete automation solutions – and these are particularly important in high wage countries at the heart of Europe. Especially in light of the fact that the relocation of production facilities to Eastern Europe no longer appears to play a very important role.

Sings of Reverse Relocation

On the contrary, there are evens signs of increasing reverse relocation, bringing production operations and jobs back to Western Europe. In particular mid-sized companies, which represent a significant portion of FAKUMA’s clientele, appear to be distancing themselves more and more from foreign projects. According to figures published by the Bundesverband mittelständischer Wirtschaft (German federal association of mid-sized companies), only 1.6% of the companies still want to relocate jobs to other countries. Correspondingly, Europe’s plastics sector will be able to continue expanding its position as a key industry. This applies to machinery manufacturers and suppliers of peripheral equipment and raw materials, as well as to the plastics processing industry – and FAKUMA provides the ideal platform for presenting products and innovations in a manageable, familiar and well accepted atmosphere.

All Aspects of Injection Moulding and Extrusion

Above all, FAKUMA is targeted at injection moulders and extruders. Exhibits include machines, peripherals, tool and mould making, all aspects of automation, raw materials, additives, services and much more. Topics such as energy-saving technologies and training – in light of the current lack of skilled personnel – are also becoming increasingly important. In general, companies form the plastics industry consider it problematic to find adequately qualified employees. And FAKUMA serves as an ideal platform in this respect as well.

Expansion Planned for 2008

It’s a well known fact that FAKUMA is already once again bursting at the seams at the new exhibition centre. Corresponding plans have thus been finalised to expand the exhibition centre by 2008. It might thus be possible to eliminate the waiting list.

The 19th FAKUMA will take place in Friedrichshafen on Lake Constance from the 14th through the 18th of October, 2008. Further information and registration forms are available for download at www.fakuma-messe.de.
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We look forward to your coverage of the event. Thank you in advance for sending us a specimen copy.








