[image: image1.jpg]i C SCHALL

Marketing und Offentlichkeitsarbeit MESSENAEOR MARKEE





Press Release from P. E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG regarding:
FAKUMA 2009 at the Friedrichshafen Exhibition Centre

Plastics Technology is FAKUMA!

Where exhibitor numbers are concerned, the 20th FAKUMA is briskly approaching the 1000 mark; the world’s number 1 event for injection moulding, extrusion and thermoforming!

Just less than six months before the 20th FAKUMA international trade fair for plastics processing opens its doors, it’s becoming more and more apparent that FAKUMA 2009 will be a great success despite the significantly more difficult economic situation as compared with last year with its record breaking results. On the one hand, initial positive signs are now appearing on the economic horizon. On the other hand, due to its broad base, the plastics processing industry has not been terribly hard hit except where suppliers to the automotive industry are concerned. Lastly, the plastics machinery sector demonstrates a strong structure because its players are typically mid-sized companies, and it knows quite well how to create its own economic situation with innovations which offer added value and benefits!
FAKUMA: All Technologies Under the Same Roof

As the number 1 event in the fields of injection moulding, extrusion technology and thermoforming, the 20th FAKUMA will present itself impressively in its anniversary year, as is confirmed by reports from the FAKUMA team and longstanding project manager Annemarie Lipp. At the moment, 909 exhibitors have already made firm bookings for FAKUMA 2009, which alone is already a great success because the direct canvassing phase is really just beginning. Of these 909 exhibiting companies, 695 come from Germany, followed by 69 from Switzerland, 33 from Italy and 28 from Austria. This makes it plain to see, above all where industrial plastics technology is concerned, that the action is still takes place at the heart of Europe.

FAKUMA: Market Players from All Over the World

This is quite understandable, both from a technical and an economical viewpoint, because manufacturers from more distant foreign countries see FAKUMA in particular as a communication and business platform which provides opportunities for success in the demanding Central European markets. Manufacturers and suppliers from all participating countries will present their latest technologies, products, subsystems and complete systems at FAKUMA in sporting competition, in order to provide customers from all over the world with more productivity, quality and economy. And emphasis is placed not only upon increased performance, more output and top quality, but rather on energy savings and the conservation of resources as well, in addition to more systems economy and personal efficiency.

FAKUMA: Solutions as Sub-Processes, as well as Complete Processes

This is achieved not least by means of increasing the degree of automation, which is the central thread uniting all processes and sub-applications. And this applies to plastics processing by means of injection moulding, extrusion and thermoforming, and above all in the filed of micro injection moulding: Without automation, everything comes to a dead stop in this area, and it would hardly be conducive to good quality if plastics parts in the micro range had to be handled and joined manually. The FAKUMA will present complete solutions to this end, within which miniature parts are injection moulded and joined into assemblies with other components that are fed to the process, all of which takes place in a closed, encapsulatable process (cleanroom).

FAKUMA: On to New Shores!

As a leading trade fair, FAKUMA offers a view beyond its own horizons, encompassing all of the sequence steps which are relevant for plastics processing, and finally representing the entire process as well. The 20th FAKUMA will take place at the Friedrichshafen Exhibition Centre from the 13th through the 17th of October, 2009 – at the right time: Because the economists are in agreement to a much greater extent than usual in their prediction that the low point will be left behind during the third quarter of 2009, and that things will improve, bit by bit, as of September.

Further information, logos and image files can be accessed at www.fakuma-messe.de.

The Schall Group of Companies

The Schall group organises a total of 26 national and international exhibitions at its own, and at external venues both inside and outside of Germany. Six of these are public exhibitions, for example “Faszination Modellbau”. The other 20 events are technical trade fairs which cover important industry sectors. Motek (handling technology), Control (quality assurance), Optatec (optical technologies) and Car & Sound (mobile electronics) are worldwide, leading technical trade fairs. Fakuma (plastics processing) and Blechexpo (sheet metal processing) are each considered the number two events in their respective industries throughout the world. At the events which take place in Germany, 12 to 20% of the visitors come from foreign countries. Alone in Stuttgart, Schall’s Motek, Control and Blechexpo trade fairs occupied at total of more than 1,900,000 square feet of floor space (this corresponds to 19 fully occupied pavilions) thus making a considerable contribution to utilisation of the Stuttgart Exhibition Centre. On the twelve days during which these events were held, representatives from roughly 3000 exhibiting companies, as well as approximately 80,000 visitors came to Stuttgart – a significant push for the local economy, service providers, hotels and restaurants. In the meantime, the trade fair concepts for Motek and Control have also been adopted in France, Italy, Austria, Sweden, China and India. Depending upon which events take place in each respective year, the Schall group generates an annual turnover of about €28 million with roughly 50 employees.
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