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Press Release from P. E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG

regarding FAKUMA 2011 


Run on Bookings for 21st FAKUMA

A (non-) daring prognosis: Things will really take off in the field of plastics technology in 2011 and 2012!

As soon as exhibitor registration forms became available for the 21st FAKUMA international trade fair for plastics processing, which will once again be held at the Friedrichshafen Exhibition Centre from 18 through 22 October 2011, a genuine run on bookings took place within a very short period of time with entirely unexpected rapidity. The fact that this run on bookings is being more than confirmed by a tendency to simultaneously register for the next two events, namely the 21st FAKUMA in 2011 and the 22nd FAKUMA in 2012, can be taken as a further sign of the confidence placed in the trade fair concept and the international venue by the entire industry. Within a period of just 14 days after dispatching registration forms, 150 exhibitors have already made firm bookings, and an impressive 80% of these registered for participation at the 22nd FAKUMA at the same time. And thus clever customers, i.e. exhibitors, not only enjoy the benefit of a discount for the 2-year booking, they also receive a participant and booth location guarantee, providing them with the necessary security for planning and organisation.

Friedrichshafen as Plastics Technology Boomtown?

Annemarie Lipp, longstanding project manager of the FAKUMA international trade fair for plastics processing, has the following to say on the subject: “Manufacturers and suppliers of plastics processing machines etc. are obviously thinking ahead, because almost immediately after the registration forms went out, bookings started gushing in. In addition to this, the fact that 80% of the exhibitors have simultaneously opted for participation at FAKUMA in 2012 can be viewed as a reflection of the sustainability of plastics technologies, and thus the machines and equipment required for economic processing as well. Since, according to the VDMA-Fachverband Kunststoff- und Gummimaschinen (German technical society for plastic and rubber processing machines), products offered by manufacturers and suppliers from all sectors are again meeting with great interest both nationally and in particular internationally, we can assume that the economy will recover in 2010, that the markets will continue their upward trend in 2011, and that we’ll achieve record breaking results in 2012.” The fact that this assessment is by no means just calculated optimism can already be substantiated on the basis of increasing numbers of incoming orders, especially in the area of high-performance production equipment, and research efforts targeted at new materials.

Meeting Future Challenges Promptly

Not least of all, the products and solutions presented this year will be ready to ship when the 21st FAKUMA takes place, because the plastics industry has taken advantage of the soon bygone “sour grapes phase” to a massive extent in order to advance new developments and consistently get ready for today’s and tomorrow’s market demands with numerous innovations. To mention just a few, these involve solutions from various sectors including the automotive industry (lightweight construction, hybrid technologies, functions integration), medical engineering (precision injection moulding under cleanroom conditions, new materials, fibrous composite materials), photovoltaic and solar technology (components, plastic coatings, alternative materials) and mechatronics (miniaturisation, microsystems technology, multifunctionality). In addition to this, the issues of material efficiency and efficient use of resources, as well as work safety and environmental protection, are becoming more and more explosive due to the finite nature of our natural resources, and in particular plastics technology and its efficient production processes provide sustainable solutions in this respect, for example as a substitute for conventional materials and processes.

The Schall Group of Companies

The Schall group organises a total of 26 national and international exhibitions at its own, and at external venues both inside and outside of Germany. Six of these are public exhibitions, for example “Faszination Modellbau”. The other 20 events are technical trade fairs which cover important industry sectors. Motek (handling technology), Optatec (optical technologies) and Car & Sound (mobile electronics) are worldwide, leading technical trade fairs. Fakuma (plastics processing) and Blechexpo (sheet metal processing) are each considered the number two events in their respective industries, and Control (quality assurance) is considered number one around the globe. At the events which take place in Germany, 12 to 20% of the visitors come from foreign countries. Alone in Stuttgart, Schall’s Motek, Control and Blechexpo trade fairs occupied at total of more than 1,900,000 square feet of floor space in 2007 (this corresponds to 19 fully occupied pavilions) thus making a considerable contribution to utilisation of the Stuttgart Exhibition Centre. On the twelve days during which these events were held, representatives from roughly 3000 exhibiting companies, as well as approximately 80,000 visitors came to Stuttgart – a significant push for the local economy, service providers, hotels and restaurants. In the meantime, the trade fair concepts for Motek and Control have also been adopted in France, Italy, Austria, Sweden, China and India. Depending upon which events take place in each respective year, the Schall group generates an annual turnover of about €28 million with roughly 50 employees.
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