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Press Release from P. E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG Regarding: 21st FAKUMA from 18 through 22 October 2011 at the Friedrichshafen Exhibition Centre

21st Fakuma as Growth Engine
Outstanding innovative capability and growing demand are reflected in strong participation at the 30th anniversary event of the FAKUMA international trade fair for plastics processing.
Strictly positive figures indicating an increasing order backlog and distinct growth in the plastics business are encouraging hope that the industry will continue its upswing in 2011. Although declines in the year 2009 have not been made good by a long shot in many sectors, the upward trend towards recovery appears quite stable, so that the initially feared straw fire is now out of the question. For trade fair promoters P. E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG, whose FAKUMA international trade fair for plastics processing is the world’s second most important event for plastic technologies, this can be measured on the basis of extremely positive developments with regard to exhibitor numbers. Confidence expressed in the last press release that things will really take off in the field of plastic technologies in the years 2011 and 2012 is already being emphatically substantiated by current booking figures: 10 months before the 21st FAKUMA opens, nearly 800 exhibitors have already made firm reservations and there’s no end in sight to booming enquiry and booking activities.
Sustained, Impressive Enquiry and Booking Activities
Even Annemarie Lipp, longstanding, highly experienced FAKUMA project manager, is plainly impressed with the 30th birthday of an event which started out in 1981 with 60 exhibitors the first time round: “The enormous innovative capability of the plastics industry is unbroken and can be classified as outstanding around the world. In the last 30 years, exhibitor numbers have increased by a factor of nearly 25. At the same time, offerings for machines and technologies from outside of Germany have grown enormously, which is confirmed at FAKUMA again and again by large numbers and an ever growing percentage of foreign exhibitors. Thanks to lasting demand from countries around the globe – because as an exceptional industry plastics processing is not restricted solely to the established industrial nations – and due to the fact that local as well as European suppliers have to face the competition, we literally expect a full house with roughly 1500 exhibitors for the 30th birthday event.
First Come ...
The fact that this will indeed be the case is made apparent by the current occupancy level amounting to 70% of available exhibition floor space at the ultramodern Friedrichshafen Exhibition Centre on Lake Constance. In order to assure that exhibitors from near and far all have a fair chance at participating in the booming market for plastic products and plastic technologies, interested parties are advised to contact the FAKUMA trade fair team without delay. Due to the fact that opportunities for top quality, functionally integrated plastic parts and assemblies are improving as a result of the trend towards lightweight engineering and efficient use of available resources, good to very good business conditions can be expected during the next several years – in particular in sectors with a strong innovative spirit like the plastics industry. And because the 21st FAKUMA will take place next year during the fall, it will take on the function of a propellant, giving wings to the industry’s anticipated high-flying ascent as a result of the introduction of new products and technologies during the first year after mastering the crisis and recovery during the course of 2010.
The Schall Group of Companies

Trade fair promoter P.E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG organises six different public exhibitions in Germany and 20 technical trade fairs at the international level. Motek (handling technology), Control (quality assurance), Optatec (optical technologies) and Car & Sound (mobile electronics) are the world’s leading events in their respective industries. Fakuma (plastics processing) and Blechexpo (sheet metal processing) are each considered number two throughout the world. Trade fairs held at the new Stuttgart Exhibition Centre including Motek, Control and Blechexpo, occupied roughly 1,990,000 square feet of floor space in a total of 15 halls in 2009. Approximately 3000 companies exhibited their products and services on 12 trade fair days. 75,000 international guests visited the trade fair halls in Stuttgart during this time. Depending upon which events take place in each respective year, the Schall group generates an annual turnover of about €28 million with roughly 50 employees.
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