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Press Release from P. E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG Regarding: 21st FAKUMA from 18 through 22 October 2011 at the Friedrichshafen Exhibition Centre

21st FAKUMA – Forward-Looking Plastics Technology

Eight months before the event opens, the FAKUMA international trade fair for plastics processing is already breaking the 1000 mark!

Changing prospects in every respect: On the one hand, the German as well as the overall European plastics industry is more optimistic than ever during the second year after the crisis in 2009,and one year after the race to catch up again in 2010. On the other hand, the domestic market and nearby European export markets are demonstrating new strength, in contrast to which more distant export markets are still characterised by subdued business development. And thus the situation for manufacturers of plastics processing machines differs from that, for example, of the various German machinery manufacturing sectors, which are currently driven predominantly by export business. This trend still awaits the plastics industry, including machinery manufacturers as well as plastics processing operations, for which reason a small but powerful, and above all long-term boom can be expected.

Plastics Industry Looks to the Future with Confidence

The industry is going about its business with corresponding optimism, especially in light of the fact that efforts directed at lightweight engineering and functions integration, as well as more efficient use of resources and production efficiency, go hand in hand with new requirements. Seen from this point of view, the 21st FAKUMA international trade fair for plastics processing is taking place at precisely the right time at the Friedrichshafen Exhibition Centre from the 18th through the 22nd of October, 2011. After all, the plastics processors are ripe for targeted investment in new technologies, which will make it possible for them to gain genuine competitive advantages. This year’s FAKUMA industry meet will offer the perfect platform to this end, because complete worldwide offerings for technologies, machines, subsystems, components, tooling, process modules and software are presented here, and only here.

FAKUMA with More Than 1000 Exhibitors

The fact that all of the important industry representatives see things this way too is proved not least by the great demand being registered for months now by project manager Annemarie Lipp: “Even around the turn of the year we had lots of enquiries and bookings, so that now we’ve already broken the 1000 mark. All of the available 12 halls at the Friedrichshafen Exhibition Centre have already been filled to a great extent. Companies who still want to participate will need to step on the gas – otherwise they might miss the boat. We weren’t expecting this, despite the optimistic predictions, and the fact that the Friedrichshafen Exhibition Centre did the right thing at the right time with its latest investments in additional halls, the east entrance foyer and infrastructure has been confirmed.”

All 12 Halls at the Friedrichshafen Exhibition Centre Fully Occupied

The time tested forums, as well as updated and even entirely new special shows and accompanying events, are also in the planning and preparation stages. And thus the 21st FAKUMA will be the world’s most important industry meet in the year 2011, which is also expressed by comparatively strong participation, amounting to 25%, for foreign manufacturers of plastics technology hardware and software. FAKUMA has proven itself a genuine draw for exhibitors and expert visitors from inside and outside of Germany in recent years, and this trend will more than likely be further fortified at the event in October 2011.

The Schall Group of Companies

Trade fair promoter P.E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG organises six different public exhibitions in Germany and 20 technical trade fairs at the international level. Motek (handling technology), Control (quality assurance), Optatec (optical technologies) and Car & Sound (mobile electronics) are the world’s leading events in their respective industries. Fakuma (plastics processing) and Blechexpo (sheet metal processing) are each considered number two throughout the world. Trade fairs held at the new Stuttgart Exhibition Centre including Motek, Control and Blechexpo, occupied roughly 1,990,000 square feet of floor space in a total of 15 halls in 2009. Approximately 3000 companies exhibited their products and services on 12 trade fair days. 75,000 international guests visited the trade fair halls in Stuttgart during this time. Depending upon which events take place in each respective year, the Schall group generates an annual turnover of about €28 million with roughly 50 employees.
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