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Press Release from P. E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG Regarding: 21st FAKUMA from 18 through 22 October 2011 at the Friedrichshafen Exhibition Centre

Plastics Processors Focus on 21st FAKUMA

Ever greater raw material price fluctuations are forcing plastic processors around the world to more concerted effort with regard to efficiency and measures targeted at streamlining.

Plastics processors, with their verifiably high levels of innovation, have barely worked their way back out of the economic downturn, and scarcely comprehensible escapades in the raw materials market are already making the sustainability of currently good business conditions questionable. For plastics processors who are active at the national, international and in most cases global levels, this means that even more effort will have to be invested in measures targeted at streamlining with regard to reduced material usage and energy efficiency in order to remain competitive in the long run. More than ever before, recycling is emerging once again at the forefront in the form of returned goods which have reached the end of their service life, and especially scrap and excess material. Due to the fact that the latter, as an unmixed, homogenous material, does not impair product characteristics as opposed to returned goods which, depending upon their intended purpose, may be presumed impure, its recovery is interesting in every respect, because it can replace expensive new material. At the same time, new material must be used as efficiently as possible in order to reduce costs.

Savings through Increased Efficiency and Reduced Material Usage

This is scarcely possible without consistent use of new technologies and processes, as well as alternatives to conventional techniques. For this reason, plastics processors from all over the world are focusing special attention on the upcoming FAKUMA international trade fair for plastics processing, which will be held for the 21sttime in Friedrichshafen on Lake Constance from the 18th through the 21st of October, 2011. It’s plainly apparent that manufacturers and suppliers of technologies, products, subsystems and complete systems for production, processing and recycling of all types of plastic parts view this issue in precisely the same way: 1146 exhibitors have already registered to participate, and there are still several months to go until FAKUMA opens in mid-October! 

According to longstanding FAKUMA project manager Annemarie Lipp, a new record for event participation is thus in the making – of a magnitude which no one could possibly have anticipated. As a result, not only are nearly all of the halls fully occupied with the exception of a few isolated booth locations, the Friedrichshafen Exhibition Centre is also provided with confirmation that it has created a basis for successful further development of FAKUMA by means of prompt expansion.

The Plastics Business where Germany, Austria and Switzerland Meet

The fact that 28% of the exhibitors will come from outside of Germany is noteworthy and, based on a total of 1146 exhibitors, neighbouring countries are already represented with almost disproportionately high numbers including Switzerland with 7%, Italy with 5% and Austria with 3%. To a considerable extent, this can surely be traced back to the event’s ideal location on Lake Constance where Germany, Austria and Switzerland meet – especially in light of the fact that exhibitors and expert visitors from northern Italy can get to the exhibition centre in under four hours, depending on which route they choose. With legitimate pride, Annemarie Lipp points out the extremely high percentage of German exhibitors (72%), because this can be seen in particular as proof of the internationally recognised performance capabilities of exhibited technologies, machines and tools. The remaining 13% of the exhibitors, and based on current figures this amounts to roughly 150 companies, are distributed amongst 20 other industrial nations in Europe, Asia and the Americas. And thus FAKUMA is firming up its previous significance as the world’s number two leading trade fair in the field of plastics, and upon closer examination its undisputed pole position with regard to plastics processing by means of injection moulding, thermoforming and extrusion.

The Schall Group of Companies
Trade fair promoter P.E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG organises six different public exhibitions in Germany and 20 technical trade fairs at the international level. Motek (handling technology), Control (quality assurance) and Optatec (optical technologies) are the world’s leading events in their respective industries. Fakuma (plastics processing) and Blechexpo (sheet metal processing) are each considered number two throughout the world. Trade fairs held at the new Stuttgart Exhibition Centre including Motek, Control and Blechexpo, occupied roughly 1,990,000 square feet of floor space in a total of 15 halls in 2009. Approximately 3000 companies exhibited their products and services on 12 trade fair days. 75,000 international guests visited the trade fair halls in Stuttgart during this time. Depending upon which events take place in each respective year, the Schall group generates an annual turnover of about €28 million with roughly 40 employees.
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