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Press Release

The exhibition "Art Goes Plastic"

at the Fakuma 2009
The topic of "Art Goes Plastic" will also be presented to the public at what is certainly the most important European plastics fair of the year, the Fakuma 2009 (13 to 17 October 2009 in Friedrichshafen).

Students from the "Central Installation for Plastics" at the Düsseldorf Art Academy will be presenting their "Plastic Art" in the foyer of the Friedrichshafen fair. The sculptures and plastic installations are intended to impressively highlight the fact that the material "plastic" also plays a significant role in art and that the value creation chain is supplemented by a further link here.

The exhibition is being organised jointly by the Fair Department of the Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy of the State of North Rhine-Westphalia (MWME NRW, Düsseldorf), by plasticker.de - New Media Publisher GmbH, Kaarst, the Düsseldorf Art Academy and the Fakuma organisers, P.E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG, Frickenhausen.

The minister for Economic Affairs and Energy of the State of North Rhine-Westphalia, Christa Thoben, has taken over the patronage of the project. North Rhine-Westphalia is both one of the most important locations in the German plastics industry and a creative medium for art and culture with a number of internationally famous museums, galleries and art colleges.

The exhibition organisers want to offer the trade visitors to the Fakuma a further, fascinating perspective on "their" material, the material they work with daily, and to show them what is possible when "art goes plastic". The visitors will also be encouraged to play an active role when viewing the works.

The visitors of the Fakuma 2009 will be able to vote on the works of art on exhibition in a Public Award poll. The Public Award is being held for the first time and comes with a prize of 5,000 euros. It is being endowed by the following sponsors:

BARLOG plastics GmbH - www.barlogplastics.de

BASF SE – www.basf.de/kunststoffe
ENSINGER GmbH - www.ensinger-online.com
FKuR Kunststoff GmbH – www.fkur.com
NUGA AG Kunststoffschneidmühlen - www.centricut.ch
PlasticsEurope – www.plasticseurope.org
TER HELL PLASTIC GMBH – www.terhell.de
Number of characters (incl. spaces): 2,069

Photo: "Companion" - The new principal of the Düsseldorf Art Academy, Tony Cragg, has also worked intensively with plastics as a sculptor (www.tony-cragg.com).
FAKUMA 2009, Friedrichshafen, 13 - 17 October 2009
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About the Düsseldorf Art Academy

The Düsseldorf Academy was founded by the Electoral Prince Carl Theodor as the Electoral Palatinate Academy of Art, Sculpture and Architecture in 1773. It became the Royal Academy of Art in the Rhenish provinces of Prussia in 1819. Today, it is a public corporation and simultaneously a facility of the state of North Rhine-Westphalia.

The Düsseldorf Academy is a college for art and artists. The artistic work is centred on fine art. In addition to painting, sculpture and fine graphic arts, this also includes architecture, stage design, photography as well as film and video. The Art Academy focuses on artistic quality, variety and internationalism.

This concept has enjoyed great success over the past decades. The Academy as a college, but also its artists (professors and graduates) enjoy high national and international fame. As early as the 19th century, many of the most famous German artists graduated from Düsseldorf ("Düsseldorf School of Painters"). Since the 1950s, the Art Academy has taken on a position of similar importance for modern art. This is expressed, for instance, by substantial participation in international exhibitions (e.g. the Venice Biennale). Today, Düsseldorf is home to the "Art Academy of Five Continents" with teachers and students from all over the world. The Academy artists represent the international art scene and many of them are its most prominent protagonists.

The "Central Installation for Plastics" of the Academy first began exploring the new possibilities offered by plastic as a material for sculpture in the 1970s and has frequently witnessed unorthodox procedures.

About the cluster policy in the plastics state North Rhine Westphalia

The plastics industry is an important pillar and powerhouse of industry in North Rhine-Westphalia. More than 100,000 employees in around 3,000 companies generate an annual turnover of 29 billion euros. The past years were good to very good business years and the plastics industry was at a high level when the global financial and economic crisis began. The key to this success of the industry can be found in high productivity, exceptionally educated employees, smart investment and consistent restructuring - all features which will also provide the key to emerging from the crisis with renewed strength.

The challenges of the future can be found in what are known as "cross innovations". Innovations will increasingly arise at the interfaces between industries and disciplines and in close contact between science and industry. Clusters facilitate the cross-industry and cross-technology interlinking of science and industry. The regional and thematic focusing of science and experience allow them to bring innovations to the market faster. 

The state of North Rhine-Westphalia promotes and supports a total of 16 clusters with its cluster policy. The interface and first contact point for ideas and projects in the plastics industry is the cluster "Kunstoff.NRW". This cluster is managed by the association "kunststoffland NRW" (Plastic Land NRW) which currently represents around 800 companies, including hundreds of small businesses, machine engineering companies, user companies with their own processing capacities, commerce and associations and facilities from science and education - that is the whole value creation chain. This tightly knotted net helps the companies to network, to promote innovations and to improve the qualifications of junior managers.

About the Schall corporate group 

The Schall Group organises a total of 26 fairs and exhibitions of a national and international character on its own fairgrounds and at other fair locations. Six of them are open to the public, such as "The Fascination of Model Making". The other 20 events are trade fairs which cover many important industries. The Motek (assembly and handling), Optatek (optical technologies) and Car & Sound (mobile electronics) are globally leading trade fairs. The Fakuma (plastic working) and the Blechexpo (sheet metal working) both count as the number two in their respective industries; the Control (quality assurance) is the number one worldwide. The number of visitors from abroad to the fairs in Germany is between 12 and 20%. In Stuttgart alone, the Schall fairs Motek, Control and Blechexpo 2007 covered an area of 177,000 square metres in total - equivalent to 19 fully occupied halls - and so make a substantial contribution to utilising the capacity of the Stuttgart fairground. These fairs had a total of 12 fair days and played host to around 3,000 exhibiting companies and about 80,000 visitors to Stuttgart - a huge boost to the local economy, service providers, hotels and restaurants. The concepts of the Motek and Control trade fairs have since also been taken over in France, Italy, Austria, Sweden, China and India. The Schall Group has around 50 employees and records an annual turnover of around 28 million euros depending on the fair year.

About plasticker.de

The focus of the online portal plasticker (www.plasticker.de) is the B2B marketplace with a commodity and machine market as well as an industry jobs market and a commercial agent market. Decision makers in the industry are provided with relevant trade information through stock market news on the market, companies and products, trade articles, commodity prices and market data together with an exhaustive events calendar.

The commodity market regularly has over 2,000 offers and searches (granulates, compounds, ground stock, flakes, recyclates) as well as around 1,000 on the machine market (injection moulding machines, extrusion plant, comminution engineering, peripherals, etc.). The jobs market hooks up a total of 16 trade portals in one network and so reaches the technical and managerial executives in the industry.

The bilingual plastics portal (German + English) has become a firm favourite since its launch in September 2001. With more than 11,000 users from more than 100 countries worldwide and around 700,000 hits (PIs, IVW audited) every month, it is one of the most famous and most used portals in the plastics industry.
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