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Press Release from P. E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG regarding:
Final Report for 21st FAKUMA in Friedrichshafen 

FAKUMA 2011 – Immense Interest in Plastics!
Great international success celebrating 30 years of the FAKUMA international trade fair for plastics processing: well over 44,000 expert visitors from 119 countries with an increase in foreign participation from 23% at the last event to 30% this year.

Immense interest in plastics and all of the capital equipment associated with its industrial processing – the conclusion arrived at by all involved parties at the end of the event can be reduced to this simple but appropriate common denominator. The 21st FAKUMA is finishing off a very successful trade fair year for private trade fair promoters P. E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG. Beginning with CONTROL in Stuttgart which experienced growth in exhibitor as well as expert visitor numbers, and above all increasing internationalism amongst the visitors – all of which also applies to the BLECHexpo-SCHWEISStec trade fair duo and MOTEK in combination with BONDexpo – the 21st FAKUMA international trade fair for plastics processing represents a brilliant finale with exactly 44,823 expert visitors!

This High Point of the 2011 Trade Fair Year

Already at the opening press conference for the 21st FAKUMA, trade fair promoter Paul E. Schall was able to announce several superlatives: 1670 exhibitors, 915,000 square feet of overall exhibition floor space, exhibitors from 34 countries, 30 years of FAKUMA in Friedrichshafen, Annemarie Lipp as project manager for more than 30 years. His brief retrospective made it apparent that FAKUMA has continuously evolved over all the years and is now recognised as the number 2 event amongst all international plastics trade fairs throughout the world – and even holds the undisputed pole position where plastics process is concerned! As explicitly stressed by Paul E. Schall, the active and highly qualified exhibitor advisory committee, the conceptual sponsors who advance plastics processing issues and, last but not least, the Friedrichshafen Exhibition Centre, have all made large contributions to this success.

Partnership for Lasting Success

In 30 years of FAKUMA from 43,000 to 915,000 square feet of exhibition floor space, from 60 to 1670 exhibitors, from 3 to 34 countries represented by manufacturers and suppliers, from roughly 4000 to 44,823 expert visitors – FAKUMA’s focal points such as machines, equipment, peripheral devices, tooling, accessories, semi-finished goods, plastic products, raw materials, auxiliary materials and associated services have obviously hit the nail (i.e. the current interests of expert visitors) squarely on the head every time. And this was confirmed at the end of the 21st FAKUMA, which took place from the 18th through the 21st of October, 2011, by numerous exhibitor statements such as “We’ve never booked so many orders right off the bat” and “This year’s FAKUMA has gone exceptionally well for us - it’s been the best ever”, right on up to “We even took orders here which hadn’t been discussed at all in advance”.

Internationalism Assures Highest Possible Business Levels

Verifiably high levels of internationalism have played an important, and sometimes leading role, which, after a quick assessment of visitor registration data and the visitor survey, amounted to 30% of all attending visitors. After 23% at the 20th FAKUMA in 2009, an increase of this magnitude was not necessarily to be expected offhand, and it allows one to draw conclusions about the obviously great international importance of FAKUMA as an industry meeting place for the plastics processing sector. In accordance with current scheduling practice, the next FAKUMA international trade fair for plastics processing will take place from the 16th through the 20th of October, 2012, once again, of course, at the Friedrichshafen Exhibition Centre.

The Schall Group of Companies

Trade fair promoter P.E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG organises six different public exhibitions in Germany and 20 technical trade fairs at the international level. Motek (handling technology), Control (quality assurance) and Optatec (optical technologies) are the world’s leading events in their respective industries. Fakuma (plastics processing) and Blechexpo (sheet metal processing) are each considered number two throughout the world. Trade fairs held at the new Stuttgart Exhibition Centre including Motek, Control and Blechexpo, occupied roughly 1,990,000 square feet of floor space in a total of 15 halls in 2009. Approximately 3000 companies exhibited their products and services on 12 trade fair days. 75,000 international guests visited the trade fair halls in Stuttgart during this time. Depending upon which events take place in each respective year, the Schall group generates an annual turnover of about €28 million with roughly 40 employees.
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